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native woman is found frozen in her trailer
due to lack of propane for her furnace. A
few days earlier, a 54-year-old tribal member was found frozen behind a building, a 24-yearold woman froze to death, and her 29-year-old
boyfriend is still missing in brutal winter conditions.
This is the reality of life on the Standing Rock
and Cheyenne River Sioux Reservations. Many do
not own their own homes, own cars, or have money
for gas if they do have a car, and the per capita income on the Standing Rock Reservation is
$13,474, less than half of U.S. per capita ($27,334).
(Source: Northern Plains Reservation Aid)
How can this happen when the eyes of the
world are focused on the Standing Rock protests
against the Dakota Access Pipeline, and millions
of dollars are pouring into Internet crowd sourcing
sites?
Estimates of the number of sites that use
“Standing Rock” and “Sacred Stone” range from
5,000 to 20,000 including at least 10,000 GoPhoto courtesy Oceti Sakowin Facebook Page
FundMe accounts. Over 5,000 use the Standing
Rock name, according to tribal officials. Where is
the money going? The short answer is that no one A winter photo of Oceti Sakowin Camp.
knows.
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Tribal officials said meetings
will be held this week to set a schedule for clearing and clean-up of the

camps.
Reports of threats to Cannon
Ball District members that occurred
over the weekend were turned over
to the Standing Rock Agency Bureau of Indian Law Enforcement camp members are allegedly retaliating against Cannon Ball District
members. A man was threatened and
a young girl was told she’s next.

The district of Cannon Ball
met Jan. 19, and asked all Dakota
Access Pipeline protesters to leave
the area and not set up a winter
camp nearby.
“All the individuals at all the
camps in and around Cannon Ball
need to leave the district,” residents
wrote in a 10-point resolution
passed during an executive session
of a district meeting.
In particular, the district members asked that no new camps be
built in the Cannon Ball District.
This includes a winter camp
just outside the town where protesters are supposed to move to avoid
a flood. If such a camp is built or
protesters are allowed to stay, the
district members want federal law
enforcement posted at town entryways to keep them out.
“The building of an alternative
site for the camp(s) within the Cannon Ball District is not needed or
wanted,” according to the Cannon
Ball District’s draft resolution. “If
there is to be any kind of a ‘site’ for
the commemoration of this historic
event that took place with all the
tribes, the people of Standing Rock
need to vote on where, what and
cost before any ‘shanty town is
built.’”
The district asked the Standing

Rock Sioux Tribal Council to assist
them in implementing the resolution, and at a meeting on Jan. 20,
the tribal council voted to close all
camps.
The Cannon Ball District’s
draft resolution details a number of
concerns, some of which include:
Residents say they are tired of the
Backwater Bridge remaining
closed due to ongoing protests
there, because it is their primary
route to work and hospital services.
The Cannon Ball gym,
used for sports, meetings and funerals, is in need of cleaning and
repairs due to serving as an emergency shelter for protesters, some
of whom continue to stay there.
Also, tribal officials have been
told about alleged rapes that have
occurred, as well as alcohol and
drug use in the camps.
The district members also said
that many of the strongest advocates on behalf of the fight against
Dakota Access Pipeline, have gone
home. They said part of the battle
has been won when the publication of the Notice of Intent to conduct an Environmental Impact
Statement was published in the
Federal Register.
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Tribal budgets as well as the annual
tribal audits are available upon the request
of tribal members, at the tribal finance office. This is often not the case with crowdsourced funding.
The National Crime Prevention Council suggests that online donors check out
any unknown charity with a charity registration office, the Better Business Bureau,
or a charity watchdog group such as
www.charitywatch.org, www.give.org, and
www.guidestar.org.
This investigation followed the NCPC
guidelines and offered fundraisers the opportunity to respond by email if we could
not locate the charity in question through
charity watch organizations.
GoFundMe, the number one crowdsourcing website with over $3 billion
raised for personal causes such as the
Standing Rock protests, presents challenges in transparency.
When is a donation a “gift” and therefore tax-exempt?
The courts have not yet clarified this,
but crowd funding services have to report
to the IRS campaigns that total at least
$20,000 and 200 transactions, according to
tax consultant Liberty Tax’s website.
Money collected from crowd funding
is considered either income or a gift, and
the “gift tax” is levied upon the donor. If a
GoFundMe campaign benefits or is a registered non-profit organization or charity,
taxes may not be necessary.
For now, it is up to the donor to be
aware. Is it easy to contact the site? Is there
a mailing address? Can donors reach the
company by phone, email, or chat? If contact is established, do the owners of the
campaign willingly provide clear answers
as to how much money has been spent and
how it has been allocated?
Search for the fundraising site on the
BBB’s business search service.

If the company is listed as a Limited
Liability Corporation (LLC), it will be
listed on the website of the state in which
it is doing business.
Do you want to make a “gift” to an
organization with absolutely no accountability, or would you rather work with an
accredited 501 (c) (3) charity?
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe is a
federally recognized tribe of American Indians. 81 Federal Register 26826, 26830
(May 4, 2016).
Under the Indian Tribal Government
Tax Status Act of 1982, 26 U.S.C. § 7871
et seq., Indian tribes are treated like states
for purposes of federal income, estate and
gift tax deductions for charitable contributions.
The only “official” site for the Standing Rock Tribal Government (Stand With
Standing Rock) does not solicit, but was
set up as a means to accept free-will donations that were bogging down the PayPal account on the official Standing Rock
Tribal Website.
To date, SRST has taken in $6 million that has been subsequently earmarked for legal defense in the lawsuit
against the Army Corps of Engineers and
DAPL, waste management at the camps,
and budget shortfalls incurred because of
the closure of Highway 1806 and local
boycotts of the casinos.
The annual Prairie Knights Casino
intake was approximately $14 million in
2015 and dropped to near $8 million in
2016. The budgets and spreadsheets will
be discussed in general terms later in this
article. (Also See Sidebar on Page 15.)
Over $6 million has been raised
through a handful of other private sites,
including the Sacred Stone Camp, Sacred
Stone Legal Defense Fund, Last Real Indians, Unify, and the Lakota People’s
Law Project.
These private donations are not reflected in, nor will they be included in, the

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s budget outlays.
The $6 million for private sites in this
investigation does not include monies
raised on the Internet by thousands of
other entities or individuals which use the
Standing Rock name to raise funds for
anything including, but not limited to,
cameras, film projects, gasoline, wood,
food, legal services, travel expenses, public relations, tiny barns for horses, yurts,
tipis and other commodities too numerous
to mention.
It is anyone’s guess what the total
amount is and how to account for it.
A set of questions about budgets and
charity registrations was sent to the Sacred Stone Camp, Sacred Stone Legal Defense Fund, Last Real Indians, Unify, and
the Lakota People’s Law Project.
To date, the Sacred Stone Camp, the
Lakota People’s Law Project and the Sacred Stone Legal Defense Fund have
replied by email.
As of this writing the “Official Sacred Stone Camp” has raised over $3 million through a GoFundMe campaign.
(Source: https://www.gofundme.com/sacredstonecamp) “We are asking for financial support for water-propane - food and
blankets for the camp,” according to the
website.
After an initial email response, followed by a request for a partial redaction,
Sacred Stone’s spokeswoman Ladonna
Allard expressed her concern that the information would somehow benefit DAPL
proponents.
We are honoring her request for a
partial redaction. According to Allard, the
GoFundMe account was initiated “’by a
man named ‘Howaste,’ for Sacred Stone.”
(Howaste means Good Voice in Lakota).
The $3 Million is being managed by
her bank and will be used to build infrastructure on what she says is her privately
owned land.

Above: Screenshot of Chris Turley post on
Face Book. Last Real Indians put out a call
for donations on their website. Sacred Stone
Camp was also receiving donations. Then a
blizzard hit the first part of December, and
Fed Ex deliverymen were having a hard time
sorting and getting the packages to the
camps. Standing Rock Tribal Chairman Dave
Archambault II, said the tribe tried to assist
the Camps by allowing the packages to be
delivered to the tribe’s Rock Industries building. Then Camp leaders accused the tribe of
stealing their packages.The tribe has since
stopped using the tribe’s Standing Rock Industries building for donations.
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An inquiry to the tribe revealed
Sacred Stone Camp is not entirely on
private allotted land. It is on US
Army Corps of Engineers land and
on a fractionated allotment of which
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe has
interest.
At a Jan. 4, 2017 informational
meeting at Standing Rock Tribal
Headquarters, Allard publicly stated
that they have repaired 44 cars with
some of the money, but did not offer
a dollar amount. The email conversation said additional funds were
used to “help elderly travel home,”
and “hotel for media,” among other
projects.
According to Allard, Sacred
Stone has four paid positions: a
bookkeeper, a CPA, a “youth media
and media liaison,” and a 501 (c) (3)
to develop a permanent camp. After
extensive searches, the 501 (c) (3)
number is not publicly available.
When asked for an EIN number,
Allard was unable or unwilling to
provide it. An Employer Identification Number (EIN) is also known as
a Federal Tax Identification Number,
and is used to identify a business entity.
Generally, businesses need an
EIN, especially if they have people
on a payroll. Allard also made it clear
that “our focus is the people who live
in Sacred Stone Camp,” and not the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.
When people donate to the
Standing Rock Protests, they assume
that they are donating, some with
great personal sacrifice, to fight the
Dakota Access Pipeline and assist
members of the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribe. Obvious questions
arise.
Why did none of these funds
reach the three people who froze to
death outside of the camp, but on
reservation land?
Are they not worthy of protec-

tion? Who is responsible, if anyone?
This is not the first year that
people have frozen to death on reservation land because of lack of fuel
for heating, and it would seem that
people are making donations in order
to alleviate suffering on the reservation.
Are people aware that donations
are going to travel expenses and
hotel rooms for media?
The Lakota People’s Law Project exists under the umbrella of the
Romero Institute, an interfaith team
of attorneys, organizers, and researchers from Santa Cruz, CA.
Romero is registered with Charity
Navigator 501(c)(3) as a tax-exempt
organization, but has no rating.
The latest Form 990 return from
December 2015 indicates an income
of $1,087,902. $476,353 is listed as
salaries, with $450,000 spent by the
Lakota People’s Law Project.
$75,000 for the “chief counsel was
(sic) invited to be a guest lecturer at
the University of California, Santa
Cruz. With the back up of our team
he taught a class on the Trajectory of
Justice in America.”
Currently, the main focus of the
Lakota People’s Law project, according to the website is to “defund
DAPL.”
An email was sent to Sara Nelson, Executive Director, Romero Institute and the Lakota People’s Law
Project (LPLP), along with a followup that was answered by Press Director Ardy Raghian. Raghian
promised an accounting from the organization’s Treasurer by email that
same day. It has not arrived, but
Teton Times will publish it when and
if it is received.
The connection between the
Lakota People’s Law Project, Last
Real Indians, and Sacred Stone
Camp remains murky.

Special
According to its website, the
Lakota People’s Law Project “has
joined a coalition of environmental
and Indigenous organizations” which
includes Greenpeace, Indigenous Environmental Network, the Rainforest
Coalition and others. The Facebook
Page clearly has a donation button
dedicated to Standing Rock (Standing
With Water Protectors)
The LPLP website sponsors
“Dispatches From Indian Country,”
and promises that if donors “Stand
With Standing Rock into 2017 and
Beyond,” “a generous donor will
match all contributions made before
the end of the year, up to $100,000.
Every donation you make today will
go twice as far.”
Tara Houska, National Campaigns Director, Honor the Earth, and
Dallas Goldtooth, Keep it in the
Ground Organizer, Indigenous Environmental Network, are frequently
associated with the Lakota People’s
Law Project and the Sacred Stone
Camp.
For example, the crowd-funding
site, FundRazr, is hosting the Sacred
Stone Legal Defense Fund, which is
also heavily promoted in the Nov. 25,
2016 online blog of Vogue Magazine.
Currently this fund has raised
$2,729,388 out of a $3 million goal,
and has 49,946 contributions received. This easily surpasses the taxation requirements for the IRS.
An email was sent to Honor the
Earth’s Tara Houska to determine
how the money is being allocated.
The website says the “Sacred Stone
Legal Defense Fund supports the
legal defense of warriors protecting
land, water, and human rights.
“The Camp of the Sacred Stones
is a spiritual and cultural camp on the
Standing Rock Reservation resisting
the Dakota Access oil pipeline thru
non-violent direct action.”
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Standing Rock Tribal Member, LaDonna Allard, speaks
at a Public Hearing, held by the Army Corps of Engineers at the Grand River Casino last year.
Houska responded to the Teton
Times in general terms, but not with
an actual dollar amount.
“Freshet Collective is a regis-

tered 501(c) (4) non-profit with a
board of directors composed of folks
in the encampments at Standing
Rock.

Continued on Page 10
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Chase Iron Eyes, Last Real Indians, and Movie Actor Mark Ruffalo,
held a fundraiser in New York.
“We’ve been working at Honor the Earth against two pipelines,
Line 3 and the Sandpiper line. Enbridge, the company behind Sandpiper, actually pulled the funding from Sandpiper and put it toward
Dakota Access.”
“We’ll be subject to the same requirements
of any non-profit, including a publicly available
annual report of all expenditures,” Houska said.
“The Sacred Stone Legal Fund is what
Freshet Collective manages – 100 percent of the
funds go to the legal defense and bail of water
protectors,” said Houska.
The IRS says, “To be tax-exempt as a social
welfare organization described in Internal Revenue Code (IRC) section 501(c)(4), an organization must not be organized for profit and must
be operated exclusively to promote social welfare.”
The blurring of lines between funding,
hosting and organizations is widespread. Direct
contributions can be made to the fund via PayPal “to reduce processing fees” according to the
“Sacred Stone Solidarity Collective” fact website.
There is no public accounting for contributions made through PayPal. (Source:
https://fundrazr.com/profiles/sacred-stone-solidarity-collective) In addition, “a team called
the Red Owl Legal Collective maintains a legal
support tent at the camp and consults with people while in custody.”
Without proper accounting and paperwork, the blurring of lines between the legal
collective, Sacred Stone and Red Owl is not a
model of transparency. Are members of the
Red Owl Collective paid for their legal work?
If so, there should be another EIN number unless they fall under the umbrella of the Sacred
Stone Camp, which so far has not provided one.
A second email was sent requesting numbers to that effect. Thane Maxwell of the
Freshet Collective, and also of Honor the Earth,
responded.
Maxwell offered the clarification that the
501 (c) (4) status has not yet been received, but
that Freshnet is incorporated as a non-profit in
the State of Minnesota.
Maxwell also said, “Our bookkeeper is
currently preparing a 2016 financial summary
and we are happy to pass that on to you once it
is complete. I can tell you that we have spent
over $500,000 so far and that the vast majority
of that went towards bonds to get people out of
jail (many of those bonds were blatantly inflated).”
The website says, “So far, we have spent
nearly $300,000 just to get people out of jail.”
That leaves $200,000 unaccounted for if
Maxwell is correct in his estimation.
Surprisingly, Maxwell insisted, “It is critical that whenever we talk about this legal defense fund, we emphasize the fact that The
Freshet Collective has no legal obligation to
provide funds for anyone.
“We exist to support water protectors who
do not have the resources to defend themselves, but our decisions regarding fund use
and dispersal are entirely discretionary.”
This brings us back to the IRS mandate
that requires a 501(c)(4) organization must not
be organized for profit and must be operated
exclusively to promote social welfare. It would

seem to indicate a legal obligation.
Like Allard, Maxwell seemed to want to
err on the side of caution when it comes to
transparency. In an email to the Teton Times he
said, “We want transparency too and the people have a right to know what’s going on with
this money. But we also have to be careful.”
According to the website, Last Real Indians (lastrealindians.com) is “sponsored by
their Fiscal Agent, the People’s Press Project,
a Moorhead, MN based Media justice nonprofit that was granted its tax-exempt status by
the IRS on May 5, 2012.”
The PPP has started a fund to support the
development and advancement of Lastrealindians.com. “We are asking for on-line donations to support the further development of
Indigenous news.”
According to Charity Navigator, this organization “is not eligible to be rated by Charity Navigator because it is not required to file
the full IRS Form 990. It is required to file a
form 990-N. This form provides some information, but it lacks the level of data we require
to issue a rating.”
What does it mean that this organization
isn’t rated?
“It simply means that the organization
doesn’t meet our criteria. A lack of a rating
does not indicate a positive or negative assessment by Charity Navigator.”
Using the EIN number (27-2409590) and
a search on GuideStar yielded an address in
Moorhead Minnesota and the Principal Officer, Duke Gomez-Schempp. All other financials are missing. The Better Business Bureau
has no listing, and there are no other ratings
currently available on the Internet that we
could find. There is no confirmation at this date
about how much money has been raised and
or is being managed by the People’s Press
Project as the fiscal agent for Last Real Indians’ donations.
Two emails were sent to Chase Iron Eyes,
who is the contact person for the website domain lastrealindians.com. He has not replied
as of this writing. The domain is owned by
Sovereign Fires, LLC, but a check of registries
for open corporations shows that the LLC
(DL020794) has been dissolved and there are
no records of it in the South Dakota Secretary
of State’s database, where Sovereign Fires was
first incorporated. Chase Iron Eye’s address in
Fort Yates is listed as the contact.
The organization “Unify” is yet another
Internet entity that functions either as promoter
or fundraiser for Chase Iron Eyes and Last
Real Indians. An email was sent to Unify’s
website asking for clarification on the amount
of money collected for Standing Rock.
Unify was also asked to clarify its connection with UPLIFT (http://upliftconnect.com/uplift-world/), which has a presence at Standing
Rock. Is Uplift the same as “Uplift Media,”
which has raised over $13,000 on a GoFundMe
campaign organized by Lindsay E. Nance as
“WeAreDine?”

Nance registered as a media
organization/journalist at the Morton County
Courthouse, but was observed praying with
protestors outside of the courtroom on Dec.
19.
The website says: “We need to be able to
pay for lodging to protect our gear and supplies – the warriors depend on us to tell their
stories to refute police statements, get the message out, and to raise money so they can stay
here for the long term.”
Is this the definition of a media representative or journalist?
To say the connections are murky is probably not the best description.
Fundraising and crowd sourcing is more
like the head of a hydra. Those who remember
their Greek mythology recall the Hydra was a
giant water snake with a number of heads that
could be as few as 5 and as many as 100. One
of the 12 labors of Hercules was to kill the
Hydra. Certainly investigating crowd-sourced
fundraising based on the Standing Rock name
is a Herculean task.
A society of thousands that had its genesis
in a prayer camp in the summer of 2016 at the
confluence of the Cannonball and Missouri
Rivers has evolved into something that is almost unrecognizable from those languid summer days.
The rhythmic notes of Junior Cuero’s bird
songs summoning unity and respect were lost
in the roar of Dakota Access bulldozers and
sonic blasts from long-range acoustic devices
combined with the whoosh of tear gas canisters.
Media narratives have been mixed. Those
of us who were there witnessed much good
and also some very troublesome behavior.

Elliott Rhoades is a member of the Standing Rock Tribe and is a regular columnist with
Teton Times. Rhoades is a former Vice Chairman for the tribe, a former tribal councilman,
and he is the former Tribal Veterans Service
Officer. Here is a portion of a narrative he
wrote for the paper.
“I went out to those camps as they were
being formed, Red Warrior camp consisted of
people who were intent on creating trouble
and problems from the start. They intended to
disrupt everything and everybody, thus creating problems then decided to leave.
“The over flow camp consisted of everyone else who thought they should be a part of
this protest, but had no idea of why? Hundreds
of people were soon descending on Standing
Rock with the intent of taking part in a peaceful, prayerful, non-violent protest to try and
stop this pipeline from being completed. Thus
putting an end to the route. This was the intent.
But as you read, this did not happen…
“There is plenty of fault and blame to go
around on both sides. Hundreds of protesters
were arrested, jailed and are bound for court
off the reservation. Personally, all that was accomplished by getting arrested is that the protesters now will have a jail record, pay a fine
and the protest will continue.
“They did not stop the pipeline in any
manner. Court action later, delayed the
pipeline easement, but the fight continues in
the courts.”
Those summer and early autumn days of
people living together in an organized community with shared traditions and values are
gone.

Continued on Page 11
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The heavy presence of Big
Green Environmental groups as well
as opportunistic wolves who prowl
cyberspace in search of the gullible
and guilty have crushed the birds
sent by the Creator.
Creator offered the birds to
teach the People how to sing and
dance and treat each other with empathy and not indifference.
The sun no longer bathes campsites in warm light while people
gather together to pray.
Instead, a grandmother is found
zip-tied to a chair in a tipi, diaperless
and surrounded by her own urine
and feces. (Source: Bismarck Tribune) Meanwhile a middle-aged man
freezes to death behind a building
and a woman dies for lack of
propane, while Indian women in
Pendleton jackets party at Hollywood fundraisers and are interviewed on national television.
It is not surprising that, in an interview with an Oregon student
newspaper, Tribal Chairman David
Archambault condemned the current
situation.
“What I saw happen was something that was beautiful. Then I saw
it just turn to where it’s ugly, where
people are fabricating lies and doing
whatever they can, and they’re
driven by the wrong thing.
“What purpose does it have to
have this camp down there? There
are donations coming, so the purpose is the very same purpose for
this pipeline; it’s money.” (Source:
Daily Emerald, University of Oregon)
As with any society, the protest
camps at Standing Rock began with
a noble cause – fighting a pipeline
and uniting Indian Nations that had
not stood together for one purpose in

hundreds of years.
But combine time, human nature and a change of season within a
microcosm of society that includes
good and bad actors, money, envy,
and desire for power, and the result
is a powder keg.
Accountability is a casualty of
human nature and internal power
struggles. How did a noble society
based on prayer and the faith that a
Creator was guiding action begin to
“implode” upon itself, in the words
of Archambault? (Source: Jan. 4
Council Meeting)
Important questions have been
raised by tribal members, donors,
and the State of North Dakota.
Are monies donated via the Internet reaching the intended recipients?
How are donations being applied? Is there an accountability
process?
Searching for accountability
brings to mind Diogenes wandering
through ancient streets of Athens
with his lamp and searching for one
honest man. Diogenes professed that
that virtue was a result of action and
not a theory.
How many theories of social
justice and environmental action are
professed on the thousands of websites raising money on the backs of
the poor of Standing Rock and the
Cheyenne River Sioux Reservation
for a paltry 1,000 or so squatters on
Army Corps land while tribal members freeze to death on the reservation?
This is not a new story. Look to
Big Green.
A 2009 article by Michael
Barker
(Source:
http://www.swans.com/library/art15/
barker12.html, “When Environmen-

talists Legitimize Plunder,” is a
roadmap to how the big green
NGO’s piggyback on environmental
movements and literally plunder the
hearts and minds of armchair activists by coaxing them into donating.
Green Inc., a 2008 expose by
environmental insider Christine
MacDonald, reveals how big name
environmental organizations are run
by overpaid staff, who solicit contributions from predatory companies.
The Facebook page “ExposingFraudsWannabeesinIndianCountry” has a graphic that ties many of
these erstwhile Standing Rock players to BIG GREEN.
Greenpeace is one of the biggest
of the Big Greens. Look also to its
website pages and find post after
post about Standing Rock, the youth
of Standing Rock, and breathless
blogs, such as “My Time at Standing
Rock,” or “How Your Generosity Is
Helping #NoDAPL Camps Keep Up
the Resistance.”
“(Greenpeace supporters (like
you!) donated thousands of pounds
of supplies to keep the movement
against the Dakota Access Pipeline
strong.)”
Donation buttons are sprinkled
across each page, and people still
freeze to death on the windswept
plains.
Let’s take a look at the Form
990 from Greenpeace. Form 990 is
the IRS return of an organization exempt from income tax. 2015 is not
available, but a look at 2014 shows
$16,639,863 in salaries and other
compensations, $859,398 for unnamed directors and trustees, and
$1,696,850 for travel. In 2014,
$33,462,321 came from contributions and grants.

Graphic courtesy ExposingFraudsWannabeesinIndianCountry Facebook Page
According to its website, the Lakota People’s Law Project “has
joined a coalition of environmental and Indigenous organizations” which includes Greenpeace, Indigenous Environmental
Network, the Rainforest Coalition and others. The Facebook
Page clearly has a donation button dedicated to Standing
Rock (Standing With Water Protectors).
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA, EX REL,
SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES, JUV:
16-062

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
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SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF HEARING AS IT PERTAINS TO
FATHERS HOUSTON LEWIS AND MARK LINDSEY

SUMMONS AND NOTICE OF HEARING

SAMANTHA IRON CLOUD,
HOUSTON LEWIS, and
MARK LINDSEY,

IN THE MATTER OF
K. I. C., and W. I. C.,
ALLEGED ABUSED OR NEGLECTED
AND MARK LINDSEY
CHILDREN, and concerning
SAMANTHA IRON CLOUD,
HOUSTON LEWIS, and
MARK LINDSEY,

Respondent(s).
THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA SENDS GREETINGS TO THE
ABOVE NAMED CHILDREN, PARENTS, GUARDIANS, CUSTODIAN OR OTHER RESPONDENTS, OTHER INTERESTED
PARTIES AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

Respondent(s).
THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA SENDS GREETINGS TO THE
ABOVE NAMED CHILDREN, PARENTS, GUARDIANS, CUSTODIAN OR OTHER RESPONDENTS, OTHER INTERESTED PARTIES AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.

You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in
the above-named Court alleging the above-named children to be
abused or neglected according to the provisions of SDCL 26-7A
and SDCL 26-8A for the reasons stated in the Petition.

You are hereby notified that a Petition has been filed in
the above-named Court alleging the above-named children to be
abused or neglected according to the provisions of SDCL 26-7A
and SDCL 26-8A for the reasons stated in the Petition.

The adjudicatory trial hearing scheduled and summonsed for the 3rd day of February, 2017, at the hour of 1:00 P.M.,
has been moved by the request of James I Hare, Walworth County
State’s Attorney.

The adjudicatory trial hearing scheduled and summonsed
for the 3rd day of February, 2017, at the hour of 1:00 P.M., has
been moved by the request of James I Hare, Walworth County
State’s Attorney.

You are hereby summoned to appear at the Adjudicatory Trial Hearing, either in person or by attorney, before
this Court at 3:00 P.M., on Monday, the 6th day of February,
2017, at the Courtroom of the Walworth County Courthouse,
in Selby, South Dakota, to answer the Petition. Failure to appear shall be deemed an admission to the allegations contained
in the Petition. The above-named children shall not appear before
the Court unless otherwise required by the Court. If you [and the
children if required by the Court] fail to appear, a warrant may be
issued by the Court requiring that you [and the children if required
by the Court] be brought before this Court.

You are hereby summoned to appear at the Advisory,
Adjudicatory Plea Hearing, and Adjudicatory Trial Hearing, either in person or by attorney, before this Court at 3:00 P.M., on
Monday, the 6th day of February, 2017, at the Courtroom of
the Walworth County Courthouse, in Selby, South Dakota, to
answer the Petition. Failure to appear shall be deemed an admission to the allegations contained in the Petition. The above-named
children shall not appear before the Court unless otherwise required by the Court. If you [and the children if required by the Court]
fail to appear, a warrant may be issued by the Court requiring that
you [and the children if required by the Court] be brought before
this Court.

IN THE MATTER OF
K. I. C., anD W. I. C., ALLEGED ABUSED OR NEGLECTED
CHILDREN, and concerning

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT TERMINATION
OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS A POSSIBLE REMEDY
UNDER THESE PROCEEDINGS. You and the children have
the right to an attorney at all stages of the proceedings. According to the Petition filed in the Court, the Indian Child Welfare Act is applicable.
The Court does not require the children to appear before the Court.
Dated this 6th day of January, 2017.

YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT TERMINATION
OF YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS IS A POSSIBLE REMEDY
UNDER THESE PROCEEDINGS. You and the children have
the right to an attorney at all stages of the proceedings. According to the Petition filed in the Court, the Indian Child Welfare Act is applicable.
The Court does not require the children to appear before the Court.
Dated this 6th day of January, 2017.

BY THE COURT:
Judge Myren
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
ATTEST:
Ann Byre-Clerk/Gwenn Ackerman-Deputy
CLERK OF COURTS

BY THE COURT:
Judge Myren
CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
ATTEST:
Ann Byre-Clerk/Gwenn Ackerman-Deputy
CLERK OF COURTS
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Fundraising: from Page 11

In “Wrong Kind of Green” (December
2016), Cory Morningstar and Forrest Palmer
“demystify the funding and soft power behind
this seemingly organic ‘grassroots’ movement.
The veil is lifted as to the price and profits behind the actions and the movement.”
It is yet another look at how Big Green acts as
the trickster, using youth movements to win
hearts and minds and donations that never
reach the intended recipients.
It is not surprising that the State of North
Dakota has interjected Internet fundraising for
Standing Rock into the docket of at least one
trial.
On Dec. 19, ten water protectors charged
with misdemeanor disorderly conduct against
the Dakota Access Pipeline were scheduled for
a joint jury trial in North Dakota’s District
Court.
The trial and jury selection was postponed
until Jan. 31, 2017 when presiding Judge Cynthia Feland learned that not all of the defendants had received evidence from the
prosecutor, which included aerial videos and
photos of the protest site.
Sixty-five jurors were called to the small
courtroom on the third floor of the Morton
County Courthouse. Approximately 35 showed
up along with 10 attorneys and the defendants.
The proceedings were closed due to space restrictions.
In the complaint, filed by Assistant Morton
County State’s Attorney Brian D. Grosinger,
the defendants were charged with attempting
to “obstruct, block, harass, alarm and/or prevent the Dakota Access Pipeline from building
a permitted access road to DAPL leased property….” on Aug. 11.
The alleged offenses took place on Highway 1806 and near mile marker 35. Individual
citations ranged from fleeing on foot, to pushing through yellow police tape, pushing an officer, and pushing through a police line. The
complaint states, “Objects such as rocks and
bottles were thrown at Law Enforcement Officers,” but does not specifically name any of the
defendants as doing so.
This is the genesis of one of the complaints
against water protectors. It is offered in historical context and as a review of where the case
stands at this writing.
But something else enters this equation. It
is a tale as old as time and involves money and
the perception of who controls donations obtained through crowd sourced fundraising from
legitimate and fraudulent Internet campaigns.
The summary of the proceedings this far
and examination of the complete docket offer
some context and suggestions of how North
Dakota intends to prosecute this case, and more
importantly, how the State intends to level potential fines if the defendants are found guilty.
The State’s brief on this matter raises questions about out of state influences, sophisti-

cated Internet fundraising, and publicity.
Who, exactly, are legitimate media and what
entities are entitled to collect funds on behalf
of the Standing Rock and Cheyenne River
Sioux Tribes?
The answers to some of these questions
will impact how fines are assessed against the
defendants in this case. Residents of Fort Yates
and other tribal members will be viewed in the
same light as out-of-state co-defendants and the
State does not seem inclined at this writing to
consider the special circumstances of tribal
members or whether or not they benefitted
from fundraising.
Let’s take a look at the State’s “Demand
for Defense Cost Particulars.”
By law, North Dakota can require each defendant with a court appointed attorney to fully
reimburse the State for the full costs of their defense following a conviction, assuming a conviction takes place.
The State assumes that the purpose, rightly
or wrongly, of the DAPL protests is to drain the
State of resources. To date the State maintains
it has spent $22 million. The State also maintains that all of the protests are done to “create
fake news…” to bring attention, celebrities,
both passionate and very gullible people, and
finally money – all to be focused on multiple
issues of national discontent.”
This is the heart of the State’s plan to collect attorney fees. This again raises questions
that go far beyond this jury trial. Who, exactly,
is benefitting from crowd source funding?
Are out-of-state filmmakers, celebrities
and activists prolonging the protest through a
dangerous winter when the Tribal Chairman
has asked everyone to go home for their own
safety?
Will Tribal members who were arrested
be penalized because of the actions of out-ofstate actors and outrageous fundraising
schemes?
How can monetary damages be assigned
fairly in court? Why should an enrolled tribal
member have to pay attorney fees, if convicted, because the State has identified
fundraising by out-of-state actors that the defendant will never benefit from?
The money angle has been raised outside
of the courtroom. When Standing Rock Tribal
Chairman Dave Archambault II initially asked
protestors to go home after the Army Corps of
Engineers refused to grant an easement under
Lake Oahe in early December, he suggested
that some who were urging people to stay were
benefitting from donations.
But how does this financial quandary affect the annual budget of the tribal government, which has borne the burden of support
for the main Oceti Sakowin Camp?
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe operates
on three budgets. The Indirect Cost Budget is
federally funded and pays the salaries of employees through the General Service Admin-

Photo Courtesy DronesBe2Wild
A Standing Rock Tribal Member who visited California for several
speaking engagements photographed a Greenpeace Warehouse.
istration or federally funded grants. That
budget is approximately $4.5 million.
The employee positions that are paid are:
half of the Tribal Chairman, Vice Chairman
and Council’s salaries, (the other half of the
elected government’s salaries is paid by
Casino Revenue), Contracting, Enrollment,
Executive Director and Executive Secretaries,
Finance, Grants Management Office, Human
Resources, IT, Legal Office, Mailroom, Maintenance, Property and Recording. GSA only
pays salaries of positions that are Tribal Government support.
The average salary for these positions is
$20,000 to $30,000. Tribal Council Salaries of
the 17 council representatives and the Vice
Chairman is $52,000. And the Tribal Chairman’s salary is $80,000. So $26,000 of the
tribal council member salaries is paid with Indirect Cost Budget and $40,000 of tribal chairman’s salary is paid with IDC budget.
The Chairman of the tribe and his righthand-man, the Executive Director, are the
head supervisor’s of all tribal employees. Fiscal oversight over all tribal finances is under
the Chief Finance Officer of the tribe in the
tribal finance office.
The tribe owns 2.3 million acres of land,
held in trust on behalf of the 15,000 plus enrolled tribal members. The Tribe’s General
Fund Budget (lease income) is $3.6 million
and this money is used to provide services to
tribal members through employees that serve
the people or directly to District Government.
In 2010, the tribal council passed a resolution placing a moratorium on any oil and gas
production on the reservation, until the tribe’s
codes are updated and an Oil and Gas Code is
written.
The tribal council did this because council
members and program directors as well as
general membership, saw how much damage
the Three Affiliated Tribes was dealing with;
damaged roads on the reservation and environmental degradation.
Standing Rock was apprehensive that
soon oil and energy producers would look to
Standing Rock, so the moratorium buys the
tribe time to get environmental protection laws
in place.

The Casino Revenue Budget is the tribe’s
largest budget, and the most the tribe has ever
generated is $14 million. The Casino Revenue
Budget is the combined profit from the Grand
River Casino near Mobridge, S.D. and the
Prairie Knights Casino, near Cannon Ball,
N.D.
Due to the DAPL protest, the tribe’s
casino revenue is now under $9 million. The
Casino Revenue Budget pays for tribal loans
taken for infrastructure on the reservation, including district streets, housing construction
and renovation, water infrastructure, the construction of Headstart buildings in the districts,
and the tribe’s insurance for the districts.
It is also used to match federal grants for
Disaster Recovery, Food Distribution, and
matching grants for other tribal programs.
Since the tribe has made assurances on
paying the loans for the infrastructure projects,
and used collateral to guarantee the loans for
the infrastructure projects, the tribe will prioritize its obligations to the banks in order to
keep the tribe in good standing.
Tribal programs that are funded by Casino
Revenue include: Elderly Needs ($1500 that
is allocated to elders 70 and over on the reservation); Gaming Commission; Paleontology;
Health Plan; Solid Waste Disposal; Water and
Sewer; Child Protection Services; Elderly Protection Program; Indian Child Welfare Act
Program; Lake Oahe Group Home; Nutrition
for the Elderly; Tribal Historic Preservation
Office; Tribal Veteran Service Program and
Youth Employment.
All programs subsidized by Casino Revenue will take a direct hit when there is a
Casino Revenue shortfall.
Due to the DAPL protests, a $4-$5 million Casino Revenue shortfall will have farreaching and catastrophic affects on the people
of Standing Rock.
Services will be cut, lay-offs will happen,
and money that is needed to heat homes, feed
families, and repair housing are going to take
direct hits – whole families are affected when
the bread-winners of their families are no
longer employed.

Continued on Page 13
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Photo Courtesy Bucky Harjo
On Dec. 6, 2016, Chairman Archambault
issued a press release, telling everyone to go
home. The objective had been reached and the
DAPL was stopped pending a new Environmental Review and discussion of alternate
routes.
The future of the pipeline could not be
predicted, but coming storms and prospects
for a brutal winter would put camp residents
in jeopardy and further strain reservation resources.
“We deeply appreciate all the people who
supported us with their presence, but when
this storm passes, it is time to dismantle the
camp and return to our homes.
“If the camp stays where it is currently located, people are risking their lives. The current weather is severe, making travel
impossible.
“If the camp stays, we run a risk of further provocation from local law enforcement.
Once one person is hurt or property is destroyed, that will lead to more outsized actions
by law enforcement.
“The longer the camp stays, the greater
risk we run of seeing further violence at the
hands of law enforcement and potential injury
to our supporters.
“Our great leaders of the past would
never put the people at risk of harm, especially women and children. I don’t want anyone to be living in an unsafe environment.
“We need to stay in prayer, believe in our
prayer, and begin our journey home in prayer.
I believe in my prayers and in the Creator.
Take the lessons we learned here and apply
them at home – unity, peace, prayer.”
In subsequent meeting and conversations,
Archambault continues to stress that the continued presence of the camps threatens water
quality of the Missouri River. The camps are
located on a flood plain and the winter so far
has dropped record snow.
On Jan. 11, the Bismarck Tribune reported, “The anti-Dakota Access Pipeline
protest encampment is situated in the bull’seye for a potentially severe spring flood. As
snowfall totals mount, state officials are dial-

Camp closure
from Page 1
Sacred Stone camp organizer, LaDonna
Allard, said she does not plan to close down
her camp. She said that she plans to turn it
into a culture camp to teach the youth about
treaty rights, culture and sustainable living.
Earlier, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe
issued a statement that all protesters camping
in flood zones needed to pack up and move
to the winter camp by Jan. 30, when the tribe
planned to bring in equipment to clean up
waste and materials in preparation for early
flooding expected in the region.

“I

and the hopes of
prayer and unity
are losing. The
remaining “water
protectors” seem
to be protecting
their own egos.
Did the
Creator intend
this? A Facebook
post by “Wiyaka
Zi Wicasa” and
used in part with
his permission,
offers a sober and
historical view of
the Standing Rock Protests, who is involved
and who should be the ultimate arbiters.
He speaks of unelected “leaders” and false
agendas that rely upon money. He also speaks
of a Spiritual directive that has been ignored.
He talks of prayer and offers an admonishment.
“Do not disturb the resting places of the
Ancestors who themselves are telling the peo-

f the camp stays, we run a risk of further provocation
from local law enforcement. Once one person is hurt
or property is destroyed, that will lead to more outsized actions by law enforcement. The longer camp stays, the
greater risk we run of seeing further violence at the hands of
law enforcment and potential injury to our supporters. Our
great leaders of the past would never put the people at risk of
harm, especially women and children. I don’t want anyone to
be living in an unsafe environment. We need to stay in prayer,
believe in our prayer, and begin our journey home in prayer. I
believe in my prayers and in the Creator. Take the lessons we
learned here and apply them at home – unity, peace, prayer.”

ing up their warnings.
Bismarck has never recorded higher yearto-date snowfall at 57.3 inches and the State
Water Commission, through the state’s Joint
Information Center, reports the situation
means “a significant safety risk to people and
property at that location.”
The Oceti Sakowin main encampment is
located on the flood plain where the Cannonball River and Cantapeta Creek meet the Missouri River/Lake Oahe.”
What the Tribune did not report is the
amount of waste, including human feces and
animal manure, now buried under the snow.
Garbage is not being picked up on a regular basis. The Tribe stopped paying for Porta
Potties and water delivery and garbage disposal when the Chairman issued his statement
asking everyone to go home.
On Dec. 19, before the last snows, horses
were wandering at liberty through the camp
and horse manure was everywhere. Anyone
who has owned a horse and kept it confined in
pasture knows that the manure and urine gets
compacted in the snow, creating slurries of
waste in the spring. Imagine what will flow
into the Missouri when the spring floods arrive.
Gullible people, who are still donating
money are only prolonging misery and inviting the inevitable environmental catastrophe.
The bottom line is that money and greed
are winning the struggle, while clean water

Page 13

ple. No confrontation. To pray. That we are a
peaceful and non-violent encampment. Do
not bring trouble to those in prayer.”
For all of the violent protestors (and there
has been violence and destruction of private
property): “The Ancestors have TOLD you
not to disturb them. For disturbing them there
are consequences. You who have disturbed
them will learn the consequences directly.”
“I’m glad that those who aren’t of the
same heart and mind as my people are going
home. They need to take the garbage they
brought with them as they leave our Treaty
Territory. Now we will not have to worry
about them bringing trouble to our Spiritual
Leaders, trouble to our Elders, trouble to our
Women, trouble to our Children, and trouble
to our Allies.”
“You’re welcome to stay. So don’t think
I’m telling you to leave. All will follow the directives of the Traditional Leadership and Legitimate 1868 Fort Laramie Treaty
Representatives. Conduct yourself as a guest
should when in the home of another.”
A powerful message.
On Dec. 14, the district of Cannon Ball,
located nearest to the camp, had a meeting and
voted “To direct the Standing Rock Tribal
Council to close down the Sacred Stone Camp
and use the Law Enforcement and funds
raised, to send people home.”
Cannon Ball District members have been
unhappy with campers who speed through the
community and with campers who are not involving the community, when the camp is located in their district.
They are unhappy as well with the
fundraising going on by all camps – Oceti
Sakowin, which morphed into Oceti Oyate,
Last Real Indians, Sacred Stone, the Indigenous Environmental Network, Honor the
Earth (and many others), as well as individual
campers.
On Jan. 4, the district motion was taken
up at the Tribal Council and the full council
voted, 8, yes, 1, no, 2, not voting, 5 excused
and one late, to close the camps, a signal that
campers had worn out the welcome and that
the Stand With Standing Rock call for action
had expired.
On Jan. 18, the Cannon Ball District
passed a 10 point resolution outlining the reasons they wanted the camps closed.
On Jan. 20, the Standing Rock Tribal
Council voted unaminously to close the
camps at the behest of the Cannon Ball District. Still, campers say they will stay, as the
Tribal Council and the Tribal Chairman’s adminstration meet to schedule camp closings
and clean-up.
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Standing Rock Tribal Chairman speaks of fundraising and transparency
Editor’s note: These questions were answered by Standing Rock Tribal Chairman
Dave Archambault II.
1. Do you have to pay taxes on donations,
or are they in the same gray area as
crowdsourcing? The IRS does not have a
clear guideline.
“We do not have to pay taxes on donations.”
“The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe is a federally recognized tribe of American Indians. 81 Federal Register 26826, 26830 (May
4, 2016). Under the Indian Tribal Government Tax Status Act of 1982, 26 U.S.C. §
7871 et seq. , Indian tribes are treated like
states for purposes of federal income, estate
and gift tax deductions for charitable contributions.”
2. How much money has the SRST collected for their official fundraising, if you
have collected any funds?
“Standing Rock Sioux Tribe set aside
$500,000 for the fight against DAPL before
any camps or solicitations started. From the
beginning, the Tribe never asked for money,
but more and more other Tribes, individuals,
and organizations wanted to give directly to
our Tribe.
“In response, we established a vehicle to
receive donations online or through the mail.
Since that time, we have received over $6M.
We never really started an official fundraising
campaign, we simple said “if you want to donate to the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, then
this is how.”
“Tribal Council made motions on how
donations would be used, 1) legal cost to
fight dapl, 2) waste management (portapotties, rolloff dumpsters), and 3) through our
original budget plan with our $500,000 for
any costs incurred because of this fight.
3. What is the official name of your
fundraising site?
“Because of our initial response to the
requests for us to receive money, we directed
people to our website www.standingrock.org
and we put a donation button via paypal.
“The Tribal IT system was bogged down
and the information we were trying to get out
on the fight would get dropped. We were

forced to develop a new website www.standwithstandingrock.net which served two purposes, 1) to share information about what the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe was doing and
the actions that we were asking others to
take. 2) to have another way to receive donations just in case there was a desire to give to
the tribe and our official Tribal website was
bogged down or overloaded. Again, not an
official fundraising site but just our latest information on what we are doing.”
4. Are you aware that there have been millions of dollars collected from organizations not legally affiliated with the tribe?
5. Do you have a comment on this?
“I am aware of all the solicitation taking
place on behalf of the SRST and this movement. Because of all the solicitations, Tribes,
individuals, and organizations forced the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe to receive donations, they did not want to give to someplace
they didn’t know.
“When someone solicits for money or
materials, what they do with the gifts is on
those individuals, they will have to live with
what they did or continue to do.
“I know the donations given to the
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe are accounted for
and for the record no elected official touches
the donations. The Tribal Council only set the
parameters for the use.
“I am not making this about money.
Money is the reason for this pipeline and if I
make this about money then I am no better
than the pipeline company. We are thankful
for all those who supported the Tribe and
when I say support I am not talking about
monetary donations but everything from a
prayer to a letter of support.
“In fact, when people ask me what they
can do to help, I simply say follow your
heart. The creator will guide you in the right
direction.”
6. Since you have asked that people return
home for the winter, does SRST have any
responsibility for the people remaining at
Oceti Sakowin?
“I believe that responsibility falls on
those encouraging people to stay and come.
The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe is and always was concerned about peoples’ safety
and the environment.
“We know that there is a flood coming

and all the camps will be inundated with
flood waters.
“We are willing to explore ways to help
people return home, but we cannot assume
responsibility for those who ignore our requests.”
7. What about Sacred Stone, even though
it is on private land?
“From my understanding the Sacred
Stone Camp is not entirely on private allotted
land. It is on US Army Corps of Engineers
land and on a fractionated allotment of which
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe has interest.
“Sacred Stone is the camp organizer’s
responsibility but she will have to work with
the BIA to partition the camp area. Because
it’s within the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s
boundaries, our BIA law enforcement does
have jurisdiction.”
8. There is a lot of garbage and horses running loose. What if someone is injured? Is
it possible you would be held responsible?
“Again, we asked people to leave because of the risks and because our concern
for everyone’s safety. If anyone is to be held
responsible, it should be those individuals
who encourage people to stay.
“The camp is on USACE land and they
have closed the areas to any hunting, fishing,

or recreation which includes camping.
“The USACE did this to reduce their liability
risk if someone does get seriously injured.
People are there at their own risk.”
9. The STATE of North Dakota is claiming
that tribal members and anyone else who
is assigned a public defender, must pay
their court costs if convicted. Do you have
a legal fund set up for these tribal members?
“We do not have legal funds set aside for
tribal members, in fact the Tribal Council
passed a motion discouraging our members
from getting arrested.”
10. What advice to have for the general
public who might want to contribute to a
legal fund, but wants to make sure that the
monies are being used properly?
“It would depend – Do they want to support the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in our
legal battle? If so, then they can go to
www.standingwithstandingrock.net.
“Do they want to support individuals
who may be charged a court cost? If so, they
can search a go fund me account or an organizations who serves that purpose.
“One place the tribe has worked with is
the www.waterprotectorlegal.org”
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