
      The district of Cannon Ball
met Jan. 19, and asked all Dakota
Access Pipeline protesters to leave
the area and not set up a winter
camp nearby. 
      “All the individuals at all the
camps in and around Cannon Ball
need to leave the district,” residents
wrote in a 10-point resolution
passed during an executive session
of a district meeting.
      In particular, the district mem-
bers asked that no new camps be
built in the Cannon Ball District. 
      This includes a winter camp
just outside the town where protest-
ers are supposed to move to avoid
a flood. If such a camp is built or
protesters are allowed to stay, the
district members want federal law
enforcement posted at town entry-
ways to keep them out. 
      “The building of an alternative
site for the camp(s) within the Can-
non Ball District is not needed or
wanted,” according to the Cannon
Ball District’s draft resolution. “If
there is to be any kind of a ‘site’ for
the commemoration of this historic
event that took place with all the
tribes, the people of Standing Rock
need to vote on where, what and
cost before any ‘shanty town is
built.’”
      The district asked the Standing

Rock Sioux Tribal Council to assist
them in implementing the resolu-
tion, and at a meeting on Jan. 20,
the tribal council voted to close all
camps.
      The Cannon Ball District’s
draft resolution details a number of
concerns, some of which include:
Residents say they are tired of the
Backwater Bridge remaining
closed due to ongoing protests
there, because it is their primary
route to work and hospital services. 
      The Cannon Ball gym,
used for sports, meetings and fu-
nerals, is in need of cleaning and
repairs due to serving as an emer-
gency shelter for protesters, some
of whom continue to stay there. 
      Also, tribal officials have been
told about alleged rapes that have
occurred, as well as alcohol and
drug use in the camps.  
      The district members also said
that many of the strongest advo-
cates on behalf of the fight against
Dakota Access Pipeline, have gone
home. They said part of the battle
has been won when  the publica-
tion of the Notice of Intent to con-
duct an Environmental Impact
Statement was published in the
Federal Register.
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Legitimizing Plunder at Standing Rock

Photo courtesy Oceti Sakowin Facebook Page

A winter photo of Oceti Sakowin Camp.

By Avis Little Eagle and Georgianne Nienaber
Special for Teton Times

Anative woman is found frozen in her trailer
due to lack of propane for her furnace. A
few days earlier, a 54-year-old tribal mem-

ber was found frozen behind a building, a 24-year-
old woman froze to death, and her 29-year-old
boyfriend is still missing in brutal winter condi-
tions. 

      

This is the reality of life on the Standing Rock
and Cheyenne River Sioux Reservations. Many do
not own their own homes, own cars, or have money
for gas if they do have a car, and the per capita in-
come on the Standing Rock Reservation is
$13,474, less than half of U.S. per capita ($27,334).
(Source: Northern Plains Reservation Aid)
      How can this happen when the eyes of the
world are focused on the Standing Rock protests
against the Dakota Access Pipeline, and millions
of dollars are pouring into Internet crowd sourcing
sites? 
      Estimates of the number of sites that use
“Standing Rock” and “Sacred Stone” range from
5,000 to 20,000 including at least 10,000 Go-
FundMe accounts. Over 5,000 use the Standing
Rock name, according to tribal officials. Where is
the money going? The short answer is that no one
knows.

Cannon Ball District, Standing Rock Council, vote to close camps
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       FORT YATES, N.D. – At the
recommendation of the Cannon Ball
District – in which Sacred Stone,
Rosebud and Oceti Oyate Camps
are located – the Standing Rock
Sioux Tribal Council voted last Fri-
day to shut down all camps.
       Tribal officials said meetings
will be held this week to set a sched-
ule for clearing and clean-up of the

camps. 
       Reports of threats to Cannon
Ball District members that occurred
over the weekend were turned over
to the Standing Rock Agency Bu-
reau of Indian Law Enforcement -
camp members are allegedly retali-
ating against Cannon Ball District
members. A man was threatened and
a young girl was told she’s next. 
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